
The Tribes of Central Indiana 



 Indiana has it's name because the tribes from the 
original 13 colonies were forced westward into the 
"Indiana Territory".   

 





 The Delaware called themselves Lenni Lenape or 
"the men of our nation" or "the people".   

 The English name refers to the Delaware River 
where the tribe lived earlier before moving west 
to Indiana around 1770.   

 By 1800, the majority settled on the river 
meadows of the White River West Fork in 
Delaware, Madison and Hamilton counties.  

 Fourteen villages were established from Muncie 
to Noblesville, Indiana.  



 The Lenape or Delaware people who came to live 
in Indiana spoke a dialect of the Eastern 
Algonquin language. 



 Meals were usually eaten in the morning and late 
afternoon, but not at regular times.   

 Cornmeal mush was eaten with dried meat or 
fish.  Fresh meat and fish were boiled or roasted 
on sticks set near the fire.  A bread dough, made 
from cornmeal mixed with water was wrapped in 
husks, and the bread baked in hot ashes.  

 Special treats were beaver tails, striped bass 
heads, and fat meat with chestnuts.  Berries    
were used as sweeteners. 



 Walking and canoeing were the only forms of 
travel available to the tribe. 



 Their homes were either domed wigwams, log 
cabins or long houses. 



 Lenape clothing was simple.   

 In fair weather, men wore only a breechcloth and 
belt.  The breechcloth was a long piece of soft 
deerskin passed between the legs and folded over 
the belt to hang in front and back like a small 
apron.   

 Most of the Delaware or Lenape people went 
barefoot, but on rough paths or in cold weather 
they wore soft-soled moccasins or sandals made 
from braided cornhusks. 



 The Delaware or Lenape people had a matrilineal 
society.  Their descent was traced through the 
mother. The father belonged to a lineage different 
from that of his own children.   

 Women raised children, ran the household, 
cooked, tended gardens, made pottery vessels, 
prepared skins, and tailored garments.   

 Men hunted, trapped, and fished.  They cleared 
land, built houses, made dugout canoes, and 
made tools and hunting weapons.  







 The Miami Indians were intelligent, generous people 
who fought only to preserve their way of life.  

 The Miami people lived in several areas near the Great 
Lakes including the southern edge of Lake Michigan 
in Indiana.  They were divided into six bands.  Two of 
the band, the Wea and the Piankashaws, became 
independent tribes in the early 1800's. 

 The name Miami was probably derived from an 
Ojibwa word, oumamik, meaning "people of the 
peninsula."  



 The Miami tribe spoke Algonquian.  This is closely 
related to the language spoken by the Illinois tribe.  



 Most of their diet came from agriculture, but the 
Miami were known for a unique variety of white corn 
which was generally regarded as superior to that of 
other tribes.   

 They also grew melons, squash, pumpkins and beans. 



 These Native Americans traveled mostly by foot.  

 They later used horses. 



 Their summer villages, located in river valleys for the 
fertile soil, consisted of framed longhouses covered 
with rush mats.   

 A separate, larger structure was used for councils and 
ceremonies.   

 After the harvest, the village moved to the nearby 
prairies for the buffalo hunt, then separated into 
winter hunting camps. 



 The Miami people had a reputation of being slow-
spoken and polite but liked fancy dress. 

  They had clothing that was ornate, and liked 
European clothing.   

 Tattooing was common to both men and women. 



 The Miami people had a well-organized political 
structure, based on the clan system.   

 Each person inherited the clan of his father and was 
forbidden to marry within his own clan.   

 Each village had a council of chiefs of the various 
clans.  

 There were festivals with big meals, games,                
and musical rattles , drums, and flutes to         
celebrate the fall harvest and the return from the 
winter hunt.  



 In 1897 the Miami tribe in Indiana lost its Federal 
recognition.  They are trying to get it back today.  





 Most of this information came from a classroom 
project done by the Indy Challenger program.  Their 
original references included the following. 
 The Indians of Lenapehoking (The Lenape or Delaware 

Indians) by Herbert C. Kraft and John T. Kraft  

 Indiana Indians, Alan McPherson  

 The Culture of the Shawnee Indian Tribe - The Eastern 
Woodland Indians Indians of Northern Indiana, 
Deborah Wyman 


