
Callout 

 
CHIEF:  My heart is glad, to see you here, to honor those among you whom you have 

chosen to be your leaders.  Before we recognize those Scouts that have been 

elected to join our Lodge, it is only fitting that you first understand the history and 

purpose of our Brotherhood of Cheerful Service. 

 

MEDICINE MAN:  The Order of the Arrow was founded in 1915 at Treasure Island 

Scout Camp in Pennsylvania by founder Dr. E. Urner Goodman and co-founder 

Carroll A. Edson.  The Order, which was first founded to recognize those scouts 

who put the interests of others before themselves, quickly spread, and eventually 

was officially declared the National Honor Society of the Boy Scouts of America. 

 

GUARD:  Before a Scout may be inducted into the Order of the Arrow, he must first 

meet several criteria.  First, the Scout must hold the First Class Rank.  Second, in 

the past two years, he must have completed fifteen nights of camping.  Six, and 

only Six, of these must be long-term camping, such as the nights you spend at 

Summer Camp or on a high adventure trek. Finally, once he has met these 

requirements, he must be elected by the majority of his troop. 

 

CHIEF:  If a Scout is elected by his peers to be a member of the Order, his journey has 

only just begun.  He must the complete an Ordeal, which is a series of challenges, 

designed to test his dedication to the Scout Oath and Law, as well as to the three 

principles of our Order.  If the candidate should succeed, he will be welcomed as 

an Ordeal member.  After ten months of dedication to his troop, and Scouting, an 

Arrowman will be eligible to become a Brotherhood member, which seals his 

membership in the Order of the Arrow. 

 

MEDICINE MAN:  As the first principle of our Order, Brotherhood is a key aspect of 

every Arrowman’s life.  They center their lives around serving their peers.  They 

put the needs of others before their own interests, and in so doing, set an example 

for all those he meets.  He is a friend to all, and a brother to every Scout. 

 

GUARD:  A Scout is cheerful.  This is doubly true for a member of our Order.  In 

everything he does, an Arrowman remains positive and seeks to preserve a spirit 

of happiness even in the worst of times.  He cheerfully serves his fellows out of a 

longing to help, not out of a feeling of obligation. 

 

CHIEF:  The Order of the Arrow is a service organization.  An Arrowman seeks the 

opportunity to serve others in everything he undertakes.  He understands that 

there is little sense in doing something purely for one’s own desires.  To him, a 

day without service is a day that has been wasted, for he knows to do a good turn 

daily. 

 



Medicine Man:  Before we begin the callout, would you all please rise, and with me 

recite the Scout Oath (Recite Scout Oath).  You may be seated. 

 

GUARD:  When your name is called, rise, and you will be escorted to the fire. 

 

CHIEF:  Now, listen to the winds, as the Great Spirit speaks to those who are worthy to 

be a part of the Brotherhood. 

 

(The four winds will now call out the names of those Scouts who have been elected.  

Each name will be followed by a drum beat.) 

 

CHIEF:  Look at those whom you have elected.  These are the ones who set the example 

of leadership and ability in your troops.  Look to them for guidance on your 

journeys.  Guard, would you please escort the candidates to where they may learn 

more of what lies before them. 

 

GUARD:  I shall do so.  (Leaves with candidates to give them booklets.) 

 

CHIEF:  Medicine Man, will you please close the ceremony. 

 

MEDICINE MAN:  Before you go, it is fitting that you be blessed in the way of the 

Lennape who lived here in Indiana. 

 

May the Great Master of All Scouts 

Be in your heart. 

As He has been in the past, 

As He is now, 

So may He always be with you on the long trail ahead. 

 

CHIEF: It is right and good that you, who were the ones to propose them to our order, 

were the ones to witness this occasion.  We now ask that you return to your camps 

in silence.  Reflect upon what has been spoken; reflect upon yourself and those 

who were elected.  Look back at your Scouting career, and then to its future.  

Perhaps, at a time not many moons from now, we shall join you again, so that 

with you we may once again recognize those Scouts who you choose to honor. 


